Abstract: Some novel 2,3-dioxo-5-(substituted)arylpyrroles have been synthesized. Among these, pyrrolidine compound 1b was converted to 2,3-dioxo-5-aryl pyrrolidine 2b. Finally a set of hydrazone derivatives was obtained from the reaction of 2b with various hydrazine salts. The structures of all the new synthesized compounds were confirmed by elemental analyses, IR and 1 H-NMR spectra.
Introduction
In connection with our ongoing studies towards the total synthesis of codonopsinine, we became interested in the three-component condensation reaction reported by Dehaen et al. [1] . This elegant one pot reaction furnished the important intermediate 2,3-dioxo-5-arypyrroles which are required in our work. Depending on the substitution groups on the aromatic aldehyde used, this reaction will provide different 2,3-dioxo-5-arylpyrroles in reasonable to moderate yields. Particular attention has been made to these classes of compounds since some of the 2,3-dioxo-5-arylpyrroles were successfully converted to their respective 2,3-dioxo-5-arylpyrrolidinones [2] . These pyrrolidinones could be promising intermediates for preparing various synthetically challenging and medicinally important alkaloids such as codonopsinine, anisomycin and preussin [3] [4] [5] .
OPEN ACCESS
Hydrazine functionalities are also important intermediates for the synthesis of some bioactive compounds such as β-lactams [6] . Furthermore, they have been reported to show a variety of interesting biological activities [7] [8] [9] . The synthetic versatility of hydrazine has led to the extensive use of this compound in organic synthesis. Although some chemistry of hydrazine and pyrrolidone reactions have been studied [10] , to our knowledge reactions of 2,3-dioxo-5-arylpyrrolidinone with different hydrazine salts have not been reported before in open literature. Consequently, new 2,3-dioxo-5-arylpyrrolidinones have now been synthesized and their reactions with various hydrazines are currently being investigated.
Results and Discussion
Condensation of sodium diethyl oxalacetate with equimolar aldehyde and methylamine in refluxing ethanol gave compounds 1a-d in a one-pot reaction manner (Scheme 1). Although the yields were moderate, the products could be easily filtered out of the reaction mixture and could be prepared in multigram scale. The structures of the aldehyde components are summarized in Table 1 2,3-dioxo-5-aryl pyrrolidinone 2b was successfully prepared by refluxing 1b in acidic solution for 7 hours [2] , after an attempt using a reported method of decarboxylation in refluxing MeCN failed to give the desired product [11, 12] . Consequently, the reaction of 2b with equivalent amounts of various hydrazine salts afforded the corresponding 2-oxo-5-aryl-3-hydrazone pyrrolidine derivatives (Scheme 2). The structures of the hydrazones are summarized in Table 2 .
Scheme 2. Synthesis of 2-oxo-5-aryl-3-hydrazone pyrrolidine. Table 2 . Hydrazones of 3a-3d.
The structures of all new synthesized compounds were confirmed by FTIR, NMR and elemental analysis results. The prominent characteristic of C=O bands of the pyrrolidinone 2b disappeared and new absorption bands corresponding to the NH group were observed at 3320-3375 cm -1 in the IR spectra of all the hydrazone derivatives. New NHN=C broad proton singlets at 9.66-11.80 ppm were also observed in all the 1 H-NMR spectra of all hydrazone derivatives.
Conclusions
New compounds, 2-oxo-5-aryl-3-hydrazone pyrrolidines, which offer a large number of potential derivatizations have been prepared. The work on the biological activities on these compounds is currently investigated in our laboratory.
Experimental

General
Melting points were determined on a Barnstead Electrothermal melting point apparatus and are uncorrected.
1 H-NMR and 13 C-NMR spectra (δ, ppm) were recorded in DMSO-d 6 
General procedure for the syntheses of ethyl 4-(hetero) phenyl-2,5-dihydro-1H-pyrrole-3-carboxylates
A suspension of sodium diethyl oxalacetate (1 equiv), 30% methylamine solution in absolute ethanol (1 equiv) and aldehyde (1 equiv) in ethanol was heated at reflux towards complete solution (30 min). After cooling, the mixture was added on ice-water and then acidified with HCl. The precipitate was filtered, washed with water and ether in order to remove traces of aldehyde. After drying under reduced pressure the 2,3-dioxopyrrolidines 1 were obtained with sufficient purity. 
Ethyl 4-hydroxy-2-(4-methoxyphenyl)-1-methyl-5-oxo-2,5-dihydro-1H-pyrrole-3-carboxylate
Ethyl 4-hydroxy-1-methyl-2-(4-methylphenyl)-5-oxo-2,5-dihydro-1H-pyrrole-3-carboxylate
Syntheses of 5-(4-methoxyphenyl)-1-methylpyrrolidine-2,3-dione (2b)
2,3-Dioxopyrrolidine (1b, 3.38 g, 11.53 mmol) was dispersed in a 10% HCl solution (130 mL) and heated under reflux for 7 hours, during which it dissolved gradually to give a yellowish solution. The reaction mixture was then cooled and left standing overnight. Compound 2b slowly precipitated out as a yellow solid, which was filtered, washed with water (5 mLx3) and ether (5 mLx3). After drying under reduced pressure 2b was obtained (1.73 g, 68%) 
General procedures for the syntheses of hydrazone derivatives
Equimolar quantities (0.01 mol) of 5-(4-methoxyphenyl)-1-methylpyrrolidine-2,3-dione (2b) and the corresponding hydrazine salts were dissolved in warm ethanol. The reaction mixture was refluxed for 3 hours and then kept at room temperature overnight. The resulting solid was washed with ethanol and dried under reduced pressure to afford compounds 3a-c (for 3d the solvent of the product was removed under reduced pressure before being washed with ether). 
